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Notes of the PRESTON AREA COMMITTEE held on Wednesday 5th August 2026 at the Parish Office, Toll Bar Cottage, Broughton

1. Cllr Martin Carefoot – Chair welcomed the members present and accepted the apologies of Grimsagh Parish Council
2. There were no updates from the notes of the meeting on the 29th of April 2026 not covered by this Agenda.
3. North Lancashire Unitary Authority
In absence of the advertised speaker Mark Taylor Deputy Director of Environment & Property, Preston City Council was thanked for coming along to give an oral update on the progress of LGR.
Mark highlighted the recent decision by central government around the boundaries of the four unitary authorities. The letter from the CE with map was circulated and is similar in content to the one already received and posted on the LALC website form LCC. Further information will post on the website www.lancashirelgr.co.uk when available. There are internal working groups that have been set up to look at the operational aspects of the changes. It was emphasised that the officers are working towards “safe and legal” ways of working. The timelines are as set out by the government. Discussion took place around “community asset transfer” as there are differing practices across the current local authorities. Mark (m.taylor@preston.gov.uk) asked if any parish is looking at this for them to contact him as there is no current PCC policy. Other issues raised were the reduction in Cllr. numbers when the count and local councils go in 2028, the parish and shadow elections in May 2027, the parishes that will still be split across two authorities (Barton) and the situation with regard to CiL. CiL is paid to the parishes by Preston but not by Ribble Valley and Lancaster they only use section 106 agreements and do not involve the parishes in the direction of spend. As yet no work has been started on community governance in Preston. 
The future if the two distinct parts of Woodplumpton parish (new builds across the motorway and the rural areas of Woodplumpton and Catforth) were discussed as was the establishment of new parishes (the example of the two new parishes in Wyre was used) with the move to devolution.
Discussion around the name for the new entity “Duchy” suggested.


4. Laura Worden, Civic Pride and Safety Manager LCC
Laura presented the August 2026 update for Town and Parish Councils which had been prepared for this meeting by Jenny England the community projects. 
officer. Additional information and discussion point added at the meeting are in italics.
· The Town and Parish Council (T&PC) summer newsletter was emailed to clerks on 27/7/26, with forewords from County Councillor Ella Worthington (Cabinet Member for Civic Pride) and County Councillor James Tomlinson (Parish and Town Councils’ Champion). We appreciate that many clerks work part-time, so may not have had chance to forward it on yet. For a copy, email parishcouncils@lancashire.gov.uk 
Updates include the Parish Champion grant, Civic Pride Action Plan, the new T&PC Working Group, Crowdfund Lancashire, new Highways Facebook page, Pride in Lancashire Awards and some brilliant T&PC activities and successes. 
With Jenny joining the team, we're aiming to send a newsletter out more often. 
· Bookings for the annual T&PC conference on Saturday 14 November at County Hall will be opening next month. Clerks will receive an email with an online booking link. 
· T&PC Enquiry system – we have provided extensive feedback on the challenges T&PC are experiencing and are working with LCC Digital Services and other teams to streamline and improve it, with the aim of sharing updated support materials soon. The enquiry system for T&PC Cllrs and Clerks is ideal for issues that are complex or detailed, as you can copy and paste text and upload attachments. For straightforward Highways issues, please continue to use the Love Clean Streets app as the photographs and location features are extremely useful. https://my.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/i/portal/login 
· Local Government Reform was announced 16 July. We will share information as things develop website with up-to-date information: https://lancashirelgr.co.uk
· An update from Preston's Community Safety Partnership (CSP): 
The ACE Project is supporting people with complex needs to rebuild their lives and move away from crime - helping people break the cycle of offending. Funded by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Lancashire (OPCC) Community Fund (Reducing Reoffending strand). 
Knife Savers - over £10,000 of funding from the Violence Reduction Network is supporting life-saving knife injury training across Preston (also funded by OPCC).



Discussion around funding opportunities not mentioned in the newsletter highlighted such as the police funding for sports and the various ones Woodplumpton had used, the effect of Martyn’s law on parish events for which Whittingham clerk offered to prepare a briefing to be circulated and LCC’s working group for LGR which. 
5. Planning Matters 
PH reported that the new NPPF publication has been postponed until September 2026. She highlight the recently published Preston Housing Land supply document and its use at the two recent appeal Broughton had been involved with where the figures had been challenged. Discussion took place around the way that the Planning officers and planning committees will work in the future. Concern was expressed over the Combined Authorities role in planning with the scope and powers of the proposed Spatial Development Strategies.
6. Parish Council Forum 
Woodplumpton: The Neighbourhood group has managed to raise through grant and parish the funding for the playground in the Orchard field. A planning application is needed to separate the two projects (car park and playground) Asset transfer is to be discussed. The Catforth traffic calming scheme is not going ahead. The village fete is on the 5th of September. 
Whittingham: new style newsletter with some exciting, planned events coming soon. Teen paly are on-hold due to some residents opposition even though there had been extensive consultation and PCC approval. St Johns church feasibility study options ad expensive. Whittingham and Goosnagh club due to open soon, PC has contributed to new table and chairs. Once the old club is demolished a MUG’s area and football pitch with clubhouse will be on that site.
Broughton: Three planning appeals recently awaiting results of two. Youth project has slowed but work is being done to overcome the barriers to progress. Village Information Session in September. The finger post has been installed at the crossroads. The work on the oak is now complete with the playground and car park fully open-ended…its juts a case of educating people to use the car paratha new flower beds at the war memorial, the high school entrance and on WI 100th birthday planter at the co-op are all in bloom The Broughton Environmental Group BEG has been working hard with the lengthsman to get the Village ready for Britain in Bloom where for the 1st time we have entered the 



“High street” category…to be judged this week. There was discussion around various parish approaches to watering of borders and planters.
7. LALC update
LALC is working towards the association becoming a limited company a motion will proposed at November AGM. There will be an additional online meeting (date to be circulated) in October with the area committees of Ribble Valley and Lancaster & Morecambe when there will a presentation on this motion. A newsletter will be out later this month. The Training Tuesdays newsletter is proving a great success with the wider choice of opportunism, the sharing informal sessions and the demand for Cilca.
A number of task and finish groups are current working on projects on raising lacs profile, moving to Unitaries, Environment, planning & Growth and the y issues around highways have also been raised so logically. 
Can those councils with a Neighbourhood plan please complete the NALC survey as the government ha asked for up to date information.

Next meeting jointly with the other area committees in October, date to be confirmed.
Next meeting 9th December



Secretary: chair@broughton-pc.gov.uk
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