DRAFT Minutes of the Lancaster Area Committee Meeting held on 11 May 2026

Present: Chairman Luke Travaskis, secretary Louise Ash, members Peter Melling, David
Wright, Terry Bond, John Ball, Frank Senior, Andrew Taylor, Josie Candlin, Sue Aspinall,
David Whittiker and Chris Halifax.

Introductions
Attendees introduced themselves, guest speakers were Richard Marsden of Lancashire
Police and Carolyn Dalton of Lancaster City Museum.

Apologies
None

Richard Marsden of Lancashire Police

Unfavourable statistics gathered over the last few years were shared. They show that
our district needs to target the kind of antisocial behaviour involving teenagers who
might be distracted by more positive activity.

Richard explained that a new incitive to tackle antisocial behaviour trends has been
considered and the wider Lancaster and Morecambe area has been chosen for the pilot
the scheme.

This scheme will be rolled out over the coming months to target young people. Activities
will be provided throughout the district to attract young people.

Whilst funding pots are being sought and funding bids being made for the scheme
Richard felt that a small contribution from parish councils would help towards providing
the more everyday items, for example refreshments at the events provided or help
towards hire fees for venues.

Cllrs asked what level of contribution was Richard hoping for and the figure of around
£150 was discussed.

Cllrs were in favour of the idea; they will report back to their councils for a decision.
Richard will supply details of how any donations can be paid over.

Action Point Louise to share details of how to donate when supplied with them.

Richard was warmly thanked for his attendance and he left the meeting.

Carolyn Dalton of Lancaster City Museum



Carolyn talked members through a scheme to update and upgrade the offering from the
city centre museum. The plans are expected to take place in a prescribed way over the
next few years. In 2033 the museum will be 250 years old. It is hoped that the work will
be completed in time for this milestone and can be celebrated accordingly.

A significant funding bid needs to be made and the steps to success include public
engagement and gathering support for the impressive scheme that has been set out.
There is an online survey that has been widely circulated with some time still to
contribute.

Carolyn was delighted with the way parish councils have received the plans to include
more about the wider district. The rich history of our district is underappreciated despite
our ancient history and how incredibly far back our roots around the Morecambe Bay
area go. The Hundred of Lonsdale was mentioned and a short Wikipedia entry can be
found Here

Q: Members asked about the effect of the funding on the wider district; would there be
any funding for events or opportunities for other buildings to display collections.

A: Carolyn felt that some limited opportunities did exist but they would be dependent on
staffing levels to deliver them.

Carolyn is looking for letters of support to submit with the funding bid and all those
attending asked for a letter to be sent on behalf of the Lancaster Area committee.

Action Point - Letter of support from the committee to be written, approved and sent.
Action Point - to share the online survey to members

Carolyn was warmly thanked for her attendance and she left the meeting.

Written updates from Lancaster City Council and Lancashire County Council were
shared with members

The secretary would like to thank colleagues at both authorities for their reports, they
were well received by our members.

Members are reminded that there is a Digital Residents Newsletter. Anyone can sign up
here and it will be sent to them via email every month. The latest edition can be found
here Latest news from Lancaster City Council It would be appreciated if this could be
advertised by members to their residents.

Minutes of the previous meeting
Minutes were approved

LALC Membership
The groups attention was drawn to the LALC website; you can access here

Open Forum


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lonsdale_Hundred
https://lancaster.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=0ae70089e5b462dc48f4f787b&id=aca6479ace
https://lancaster.us21.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=0ae70089e5b462dc48f4f787b&id=aca6479ace
https://mailchi.mp/df1ece77950f/latest-news-from-lancaster-city-council-12934448?e=5a323f8615
https://www.lalc.org.uk/

Postal delivery issues.

Members discussed the trend for batches of post to be saved at the sorting office and
not delivered daily as would be expected. Members felt that day to day postal services
were being withheld in favour of parcel delivery.

Action Point Write to our MP

Trading Standards and the Citizens Advice Service

Members were made aware that to contact Trading Standards it seems that you must go
via a Citizens Advice Service. It was also noted that since the change of address of the
Lancaster Citizens Advice office, the office cannot be easily found.

Action Point Ask at County level how to access Trading Standards for our district.

Road Closure and Diversions

It was noted that some confusing signage, with inconsistent notices being used, were
making travel around road works more difficult even for those with local knowledge.
Some discussion around where to find information was had.

Action Point ask highways for some clarifications

Potholes

The topic of potholes is brought up by every resident, members are keep to keep up
pressure to have the roads repaired as rapidly as possible. The presentation from
Highways at the last conference; can this be shared with members

Action Point Share the presentation

Topics for future Agendas
e Toensure LGRis an agenda item each quarter
e To widen our understanding of LGR; consider a framework to help with any
expectations around devolving of services or assets to town and parish councils.
e Share any current feedback from other areas.
e To askfor a guestto attend from Highways

Any other business
Action Point Request a list of assets in each parish council from Lancaster City Council
and Lancashire County Council.

Date of the next meeting

Wednesday 29 July at 7:00 pm at Morecambe Town Hall.
Followed by;

Wednesday 16 September at 7:00 pm at Morecambe Town Hall

May 2026 update for Town and Parish Councils (T&PC)

Produced 7/5/26 by Laura Worden and Jenny England, Community Safety Team,
Lancashire County Council



o The annual T&PC conference is confirmed on Saturday 14 November. A 'save
the date' email will be sent to all clerks soon.

o New enquiry system — we are working with LCC Digital Services to streamline
the system. Guidance was sent out to clerks back in October however, when the
streamlining is completed, we will send update guidance to all clerks, hopefully within
the next few weeks. The guidance will be written in various formats for different learning
styles and we are happy to follow up any further queries after this point. While there
have been some issues with the system, we are noticing how much easier it has been to
track down the right person who is dealing with an enquiry, rather than sending emails
into the ether and not receiving responses, as we have experienced in the past. Sign
up/login here: https://my.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/i/portal/login

o County Councillor Ella Worthington has now been named as Cabinet Member
for Civic Pride. This means she will be supporting CC Roberts with some of his
portfolio. It is unknown currently what her portfolio will be however, we are expecting
she may cover town and parish councils. A paper is going to cabinet in May where her
portfolio will be finalised and we will share this in writing with all clerks shortly
afterwards.

o CC Roberts is keen to ensure town and parish councils have a seat at the table
for LGR discussions. However, we won't be able to put anything in place until decisions
are made by national government, which we are expecting to be mid-June. We will be in
touch with proposed arrangements shortly after this date.

. Alex Downard, Head of Service for Civic Pride and Safety, is keen to form a T&PC
LGR Working Group. Laura Worden emailed area committee chairs, LALC and SLCC on
1 May, asking for volunteers to join this small working group.

o Jenny England has joined the Community Safety Team, supporting Laura
Worden on T&PC work, three days a week.

. T&PC Summer Newsletter containing these updates and more, is coming
June/July.
For more information or any questions, Jenny England

lease contact the T&PC team: Laura
CV q Community Projects Officer (Tues-Thurs)
orden

. ) Civic Pride and Safety Service
Civic Pride and Safety Manager

. ) . Communities and Engagement Directorate
Civic Pride and Safety Service

- . Lancashire County Council
Communities and Engagement Directorate



Lancashire County Council Telephone: 07729 225109

Telephone: 07890 037793 jennifer.england@lancashire.gov.uk

Laura.Worden®@lancashire.gov.uk

Lancashire Association of Local Councils

Update from Lancaster City Council - May 2026

Lancashire Local Government Reorganisation (LGR): programme status

Current position: Lancashire is in the post-submission / post-consultation
phase of Government-led LGR, awaiting a ministerial decision on the preferred
structural option.

What has happened so far: Following the Secretary of State’s invitation to
Lancashire authorities to develop proposals, five business case proposals for
new unitary council structures were submitted to Government on 28 November
2025 (ranging from 2 to 5 unitaries).

Consultation status: Government ran the statutory consultation on those
proposals from 5 February 2026 to 26 March 2026 (now closed). Responses are
being assessed against Government criteria (e.g., local leadership and
accountability, service delivery, value for money/financial sustainability, and
support for local identity and partnerships).

Programme activity underway: A pan-Lancashire transition programme is
operating through a Programme Management Office (PMQO) and cross-council
workstreams (commonly including HR & workforce, finance, procurement &
contracts, ICT & digital, assets, governance/legal & democracy, data &
intelligence, and communications & engagement, with additional focus on
disaggregation and major service areas such as adult and children’s services).
Next expected milestones (indicative): Summer 2026 — ministerial decision on
preferred option; May 2027 — elections to “shadow” unitary authorities; 1 April
2028 - vesting day when new unitary councils would assume functions.

Fly-Tipping

Council now has Fly-tipping Strategy 2026-2031

C. 3600 cases a year of which over 34 of all incidences are black bags in back
allies, suggesting a result of waste management methods

Complex to resolve with over 50% of total fly tipping happening in just four
political wards


https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/environmental-problems/report-fly-tipping
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Waste Management

e Lancasterinvested over £2M to offer all residents larger receptacle to offer
greater opportunities for recycling.

e Firstdistrictin Lancashire to implement food waste recycling in Lancashire with
average weekly tonnage being around 70 tonnes - equivalent of 11 elephants! All
this diverted away from residual waste and either landfill or incineration. 345
tonnes in last 5 weeks

¢ Recycling boxes sent to reuse over 60,000 but residents had option to reuse or
repurpose them if needed

e Visits to over 600 properties took place to offer bespoke options for those with
limited space or single occupancy - solutions focussed approach

e Forthose residing in flats or HMO's - they will be brought on stream with food
waste via communal bin provision in June 2026

Lancaster District Local Plan



e The City Council previously agreed a Local Plan Timetable in April 2025.

e Since then, the local planning authority has made good progress in developing
its Local Plan evidence base, which is available online.

e However, the publication of the (National) Local Plan Regulations, which became
effective on 25 March 2026, has re-written the criteria for Local Plan
preparation. As such, certain milestones must be re-run to ensure compliance
with the new Regulations.

e Areportwill be considered by the Council’s Cabinet on 28 April 2026. This will
include a revised timetable as a consequence of the above.

e The revised timetable, including the notice to commence the formal stages of
plan-making, will be published on 7 May 2026. Itis then the intentionto run a
plan scoping consultation between 8 June and 20 July 2026.
https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review

Other LCC Updates:

e Lancaster City Council have updated and approved the Council Plan 2026-2028
which now includes a fresh delivery plan. The council website will be updated
with this imminently.


https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-review
https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/the-council-and-democracy/about-the-council/corporate-plan

