Lancashire Association of Parish and Town Councils
West Lancashire Area Committee

Minutes of the Meeting of the West  Lancashire  Area  Committee held on 14th May 2026 at 7 pm at the WLBC Offices Derby St.  Ormskirk

Present : Cllr. John Gordon  ( Chair ) ,Chris  Murphy ( Dalton  PC), Liz Broad ( Dalton PC and Up Holland  PC), Irene  Roberts (Aughton PC), Jane Smith( Lathom  South PC), John Gardner (Up Holland  PC ) Jackie  Smith (Bickerstaffe PC), Neil Pye ( Up Holland  PC) Jenny  England ( LCC),  Laura Worden ( LCC ) and John Ashurst ( LALC ASO) 

Apologies: Sandra  Jones, Newburgh PC; Jackie  Maguire , Burscough  TC ; Cllrs. Jones and Waugh; and Gareth  Dowling 

Declarations of  Interest:		None

Guest  Speakers: Laura Worden explained the role and attendance of her colleague Jennifer  England who introduced herself.

The next LCC Annual Parish Council  Conference  Conference will be held on 14th November 2026 at County Hall Preston followed by the LALC AGM.

Laura explained the setting up of a Working Group for Parish Clerks and called for possible Agenda items e.g Neighbourhood Governance.

Also the Love  Clean  Streets App was being reviewed.

It was reported that the new LCC Parish Champion Cllr. James Tomlinson had a budget of £10000 for Pastoral projects with a limit of £1000 and applications were invited.
Contact ; parishcouncils@lancashire.gov.uk

Safeguarding issues such as removal of  Councillors addresses were raised.  Advice can be obtained from Lancashire Safeguarding  Unit.

A new Councillor for Civic Pride. Ella Worthington had been appointed. Her portfolio was still to be decided.

The Meeting thanked Laura and Jenny for their contribution

Minutes of Last Meeting: The Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th February 2026 were read and confirmed as a true record

Local  Government Reorganisation: No further information available so Parish Council elections were expected to be held in May 2027 when new Councillors would serve a five year term

County  Executive  Report:		None available

LALC Business:  The Secretary reported that LALC was due to undergo an organisational review.  

The  existence of a Parish Council Charter was queried and the Secretary was asked to check with LALC
 
Highways and Environment Matters:	Procedures for the reporting of issues or incidents was distributed.
 
Items raised by Member Councils:

The accuracy and legitimacy of access to information held by West  Lancs  BC including the addresses of Councillors and Clerks was raised. The Secretary was asked to write to West Lancs to clarify what information can be legitimately held and published on their website.

Cllr  Gordon raised the issue of lack of Highways Infrastructure throughout the Borough and surrounding Area and requested that it be placed on the Agenda for the next Meeting 

Date and Times of Next Meetings: 		Thursday 17th Sept. 2026

							Thursday 28th Jan. 2026		

      Signed 						Chair
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