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ABOUT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
AND LOCAL COUNCILS

• NALC is the sector body for local (parish and town) councils and councillors –
run by councillors, for councillors and councils

• Partners with network of 43 county associations

• 10,000 councils, covering 92% of country, 35 million people including 16 
million electors

• 100,000 councillors, spending 14 million hours supporting councils and 
improving their communities

• 3,500 local clerks represented by Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)



ABOUT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
AND LOCAL COUNCILS

• Raising £783 million through precepts, plus significant other income, investing 
around £2 billion in communities

• 5000 councils under £25,000, 120 councils over £1 million

• Doing more – health and well-being, climate emergency, youth services and more!

• Local councils are a force for good – voice for local communities, influencing other 
organisations, providing services and shaping local places

• In this year of election, our democratic mandate is key

• Working in partnerships for the benefit of their communities



COMPLICATED, CHALLENGING TIMES DEMAND INCLUSIVE, 
CO-OPERATIVE PARTNERSHIPS

• Local government finance and public spending challenge

• Health and wellbeing, mental health, Loneliness and isolation

• Housing and planning

• Cost of living

• Climate emergency

• Rural inequality

• Transport and connectivity

• Growth

• Anti-social behaviour/community safety

• Local councils can work with each other and others to make a difference on all 
these



“Joint-working, cooperation and 
collaboration between councils and 
between councils and other 
organisations provides for 
efficiency, effectiveness and 
…public service improvement.”

- DCN report 2022

PARISHES AND PARTNERSHIPS: TESTIMONIALS



PARISHES AND PARTNERSHIPS: TESTIMONIALS

“The potential of 
parish and town 
councils to contribute 
to vibrant and 
successful local and 
community 
governance has 
grown noticeably in 
the last decade.”

- Local Government 
Association (LGA) 
report 2021



PARISH PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION

• Critical areas where our sector can contribute to addressing these challenges 
include….

• Working with other tiers of local government to support current funding crisis – 
NALC published a call for action with some ideas

• Declare a climate emergency and work with other agencies locally, see our website

• Provision of affordable housing especially in rural areas through neighbourhood 
planning and exception sites - English Rural toolkit

• Work in partnership with other parishes to deliver services for residents where a 
critical mass is needed – e.g. community transport or road safety

• Pro-actively promoting good health – dementia friendly communities, mental 
health awareness, tackling loneliness, green spaces and play areas etc.…..taking 
pressure off statutory services such as NHS, social care, youth services

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/committees/national-assembly-2/2024-1/4074-briefing-on-the-state-of-local-government-finance-building-the-sector-s-financial-resilience/file
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/climate-change
https://englishruralha.sharepoint.com/sites/RuralHousingDesignGuide/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FRuralHousingDesignGuide%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FRural%20Housing%20Design%20Guide%2FRural%5FHousing%5FDesign%5FGuide%5FSP%252...
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/health-and-wellbeing


SOME ASKS FOR YOU!

• Demonstrate good governance through the Local Council Award Scheme and 
signing the Civility and Respect Pledge

• Recognise the scale of the financial crisis and discuss with residents what their 
ambitions are

• Pro-actively reach out to other tiers and partner organisations

• Look at how you can work with or support other local councils

• Get to know your new MP, invite them to events and tell them what you’re up to

• Encourage more people from all backgrounds to get involved in your council



NALC WORKING FOR YOU IMPROVING THE SECTOR: SERVICES

• Advice, guidance and resources – exclusive in member’s area of NALC website and via 
county association

• Legal and financial topic notes, briefings and financial briefings including standing 
orders, financial regulations and practitioner’s advice 

• Toolkits/guides including on data protection, employment, planning, social media and 
finance (over 160,000 distributed/accessed)

• Working with Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and others on sector improvement 
and good governance – 5000 clerks gained Certificate in Local Council Administration, 
700+ councils achieved Local Council Award Scheme

• Training and development for councillors via county associations including e-learning



NALC WORKING FOR YOU IMPROVING THE SECTOR: SERVICES

• Access to legal, financial and HR advice services

• Wide range of networks to connect councils/councillors and share good practice – 
coastal communities, climate emergency, women cllrs, young cllrs, LGBT+ cllrs, 
super and micro-councils……please join and promote!

• Monthly online events including with national service supplier partners – attended 
by 1,000s of cllrs each year

• NALC's model standing orders, model financial regulations and Good Councillor 
Guides available exclusively to member councils

• NALC/LGA Peer Challenge 

• Web resources on climate change, young people, planning, health and wellbeing 
and elections – new website coming soon. 7 October!



NALC WORKING FOR YOU: ADVOCACY

• Engagement with Government and political parties on NALC manifesto and policy 
objectives including remote meetings, standards, councillor allowances, funding 
and more

• Good link/work with LGA and others

• Policy development through Policy Committee, informed by you!

• NALC lobbying has achieved…

- no council tax referendum principles (capping)

- access to £150 million Community Ownership Fund

- exempted from requirement for external data protection officer, saving £3 million

- increased understanding/profile of sector



NALC WORKING FOR YOU: ADVOCACY

- no business rates on public toilets, saving £4 million

- procurement of external audit for councils, saving £4 million

- slowed withdrawal of council tax support funding

- range of pandemic funding and flexibilities for councils (remote meetings and audit 
timescales)

- new provisions in Levelling Up and Regeneration Act e.g. power to provide financial 
assistance to church buildings

• Priorities: strengthen standards regime esp. sanctions, allow remote meetings, 
direct access to government funds, greater respect and awareness of the first tier 
of local government



GENERAL ELECTION 2024

• Labour 412 (+211)

• Conservative 121 (-251)

• Liberal Democrat 72 (+64)

• Green 4 (+3)

• Reform 5 (+5)

• 336 new MPs!

• New Labour government

• Angela Rayner, deputy prime minister at renamed Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government



LABOUR MANIFESTO

• Missions: economic growth, clean energy superpower, take back our streets, break 
down barriers to opportunity, build an NHS fit for the future

• Planning reform: housing numbers, green/grey belt, onshore wind, new towns, 
strategic planning, planning officers

• Finance and audit: replace business rates system, multi-year funding settlements, 
end wasteful competitive bidding, overhaul the audit system

• Devolution: transfer power out of Westminster, devolving power to communities, 
legislation to take back control

• Standards: new Independent Ethics and Integrity Commission

• Community safety: Martyn’s Law



NALC NEXT STEPS

• Engage with new ministers (re-engage with officials)

• Positive early signs including enthusiasm for engagement, looking at remote 
meetings, audit changes and neighbourhood planning

• Commission external public affairs agency to help engage with new MPs etc.

• Parliamentary president and vice-president and All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
local democracy

• Political party conferences in Autumn 2024

• Seek to influence relevant Bills in King’s Speech (40c bills)

• Parliamentary reception in February 2025 and Star Councils awards



NALC NEXT STEPS

• Mobilising county associations and local councils, including:

- councils and county associations encouraged to get to know their MPs

- put engaging with MPs on your county association agenda and tell them the brilliant 
work councils do

- councils encouraged to write a letter of congratulations to the newly elected MP in 
their area and invite them to a meeting or event and tell them what you do!

- councils invited to include MP details in their newsletters and communications



SOME THANKS!

• To all the councillors and clerks for the work they do supporting their communities

• To county associations, county officers and staff, and their office holders for helping 
NALC and local councils

• To your county association representatives on our National Assembly and 
committees
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